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WORLD CLASS VETERINARY EXPERTISE
FOR IRISH AGRI FOOD SECTOR
The Cattle Association of Veterinary Ireland (CAVI) 2017 Annual Conference opened in the
Rochestown Park Hotel, Douglas, Co. Cork from Friday 13th-15th October 2017, attended by over
150 of Ireland’s most progressive farm vets.
The conference programme delivers high quality professional development for vets working in farm
animal medicine, who are working with the Irish agri food sector and keen to continuously upskill.
As our largest indigenous industry, agriculture remains one of the foundations of Ireland’s continued
economic revival.
Veterinary delegates heard insights and perspectives from veterinary practices in important markets
such as the Middle East and Denmark - from international speakers as well as Irish veterinary experts
who have operated in those regions.
The benefits of the Knowledge Transfer programme were highlighted in presentations by a number
of veterinarians. Results from Year 1 risk assessment data demonstrate that not all farmers are
achieving targets related to health, disease, mortality or welfare but that specific issues are now
being identified through the Knowledge Transfer initiative, which are helping farmers to develop
solutions and improve practices. CAVI Chairman Conor Geraghty, from Geraghty & Neary in
Mountbellew, Co. Galway, featured results of a 2017 study of 100 sheep farmers in Co. Galway
showing that only 25% of sheep farmers in the study are meeting their lamb survival targets, with
the Knowledge Transfer Risk Assessment data becoming a valuable resource for the individual
farmers to improve output.
Farmer Perspective
Local farmer Dick O’Neill, milking 260 cows at Warren Farm in Co. Cork as part of a milk production
partnership, described how he now considers veterinary spend as an investment in health, rather
than paying for disease management; and demonstrated how a proactive herd health management
approach developed with his vet has paid dividends on his farm over the last decade.
Mastitis & Selective Dry Cow Therapy
The need to reduce the use of antibiotics on farm, where every farm circumstance and environment
is different needs to include expert veterinary input into the decision making process. Irish livestock
vets delivered a number of presentations with a focus on mastitis and selective dry cow therapy,
including Conor Beirne (Mountbellew, Co Galway), Willie Buckley (Bandon, Co Cork), Tommy
Heffernan (Co Wicklow) and John Berkery (Newport, Co Tipperary).
Presentations included case studies on dairy herds with high SCC and demonstrated how farmers
can be helped by their vet to come back to target levels.
The Changing Role of Irish Vets
Delegates heard how the role of the vet has changed from prescribing medicine and being a ‘fireman’
- to a highly professional consulting business. The changing role of vets in Ireland was explored by
Jerry Crowley based in Killeagh on the Cork/Waterford border, who agreed that the traditional role
of predecessors of providing ‘ambulatory’ services has changed significantly and raised the
challenge of continuing to attract the right people in to the sector.
Case studies presented ranged from an Irish vet – Conor Beirne – practicing in Mountbellew while
continuing to work on dairy projects in Saudi Arabia and Jordan. He quoted the example of Almarai
in Saudi Arabia which owns a herd of 90,000 Holstein dairy cows across 6 super farms.
“There are no private veterinary practices in this part of the world and veterinarians tend to be
employed by the individual companies themselves or the state. Vets on these farms spend much of
their time collecting data and monitoring targets set for herd performance,” said Conor Beirne.
“Management of cows on such a scale requires military style attention to detail and the vet plays a
critical role in the operation.”

Lame Cows Can Lose 400 Litres of Milk
The average lame cow loses around 400 litres of milk (570 litres for a sole ulcer, and 370 litres for
white line abscess) – according to Roger Blowey. International expert Roger Blowey from the UK
has spent over 40 years involved with farm animal medicine in Gloucester and Weybridge,
specialising in lameness and mastitis in dairy cattle, and a range of health issues in pigs.
Issues can be caused by weight-bearing and over-growth but also by general management issues
on farm factors including feeding and body weight changes. Roger Blowey gave the example of
calving time, when horn growth slows down and almost stops, but the rate of wear increases.
Excess standing also causes problems. Cows stand to be milked, stand to feed, stand to drink and
stand for social interactions. The high-yielding cow has to stand to eat for some 6-8 hours per day
and longer than this will be required if there is inadequate feed space (i.e. less than 2 feet per cow).
Roger Blowey says he is not in favour of cows being made to stand for half an hour at the end of
milking. “They should be allowed to walk back past fresh food (or pushed up food) and if they walk
past and want to lie down, then that is what they should be allowed to do. Milking times should be
examined to make sure that cows are standing for the minimum time possible.”
Roger Blowey says that cows should be able to walk with their heads down so that they can see
where to put their front feet. “Cows that are crowded and pushed, walking with their heads up, will
get more lameness.” This also applies to collecting yards and backing gates. Make sure that the
cows are not crowded. Often the next cows to be milked are at the back of the collecting yard, and
they need enough space to move past higher ranking cows to enter the parlour.
His presentation included guidelines on cow tracks, cubicle comfort and bedding including allowing
heifers to partly stand on concrete so that they can become familiar with it.
Industry & Veterinary Specialists
Industry speakers include Gabriel Beechinor (Director of Veterinary Sciences of the Health
Products Regulatory Authority, previously the Irish Medicines Board) with a European Legislation
update on the Medicines Directive. Finola McCoy (Programme Manager, CellCheck) provided an
update on CellCheck; whilst updates on Beef Health Check on BVD were shared by David Graham
(Animal Health Ireland). Luke O’Grady, (Lecturer with the unit of Herd & Veterinary Public Health,
UCD) joined the session delivering case reports on mastitis.
Eoin Ryan (Lecturer in Farm Animal Clinical Studies, UCD) spoke about orthopaedics and surgery;
and Doreen Corridan (Munster Cattle Breeding Group) gave insights in to Optimising Suckler Cow
Fertility. Liz Lane and Niamh Ryan (Supervising Veterinary Inspectors with the Department of
Agricultural, Food and the Marine) spoke about calf health, fertility and teat sealing heifers.
Other international speakers included Nick Bell from the UK, Ole Rasmussen from Denmark; and
Lorna Citer who has extensive experience in national programmes for brucellosis and TB
eradication as well as the Johne’s Disease Control Programme in Australia.
The Mayor of County Cork, Cllr Declan Hurley attended the CAVI Conference on Saturday
morning, 14th October, to address delegates and meet with expert speakers and delegates.
Thanks were expressed to the CAVI Conference organizing committee for 2017 including Irish vets
Conor Geraghty (Chair), Donal Lynch, John O’Rourke, David Graham, Ciaran Mellet, Donal Murphy,
John Gilmore, Doreen Corridan, Liz Lane and Kevin O’Sullivan.
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